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Transfer Course Equivalency 
Considerations

• The curriculum, and the curricular requirements, are 
“owned” by the faculty not the administration.

• Courses and course content are often subject to intense 
discussion and deliberation during the development, 
revision, and approval process.  

• Accreditation (ABET mostly) and regional accreditation 
(SACS, WACS, Middle States, etc.) are factors, especially if a 
course is used for assessment.  

• Course content, learning outcomes, and course level needs 
to be mostly the same as the course it is replacing.

• Local factor:  “No one can teach this course like we can.”
• Ultimately, the faculty make the decision.  



What “greases the skids” for transfer 
credit to be offered?

• This course has been transferred before by previous students.  
Those students have not had issues in subsequent courses.  

• Having a detailed syllabus that shows the topical coverage, with an 
indication of time and depth spent on each topic.

• The textbook used is known to the faculty, and is the same or 
similar to the one used for the “home” course.  

• Sample exams, homework, projects are available for review.
• The faculty feel confident that the student will have the 

prerequisite knowledge for the subsequent courses once they 
return to the home university.

• The credit hours are the same (or can be converted to the same) as 
the course it is replacing.  

• Other universities in the US have used the course for a similar 
course.  



If a Clemson student goes abroad…
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