
From Creative Inquiry
to Sustainable Impact



Skillsets



Mindsets



Portfolios





Real, Meaningful, 
Authentic Projects



Potential	Solution:	Education



Potential	Solution:	Clean	Water



Is	it	Affordable?



Is	it	Socially	Acceptable?



Will	Customers	Use	It?



Does	It	Address	A	Real	Need?



Does	it	Meet	Every	Need?



Design	
Is	it	Pretty?



Can	you	Compete?



Who	will	Manufacture	it?



Environmentally?Will	it	Hurt	the	Environment?



Will	it	Reach	the	People?



Can	YOU	Scale	It?



Technologically	
Appropriate

Environmentally	
Benign

Culturally	
Acceptable

Economically	
Sustainable

Sustainable	&	Scalable	Solution



Khanjan Mehta



HESE	Coursework!

!
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Social'Eship'

Design'for'
Developing'
Communi6es'

'
Projects'in'

Humanitarian'
Engineering'

HESE'
Fieldwork'

HESE'''
Reflec6on'and'

Research'
Dissemina6on'

Fall'Sem.'''''''''''''''''''''''Spring'Sem.''''''''''''''Maymester.''''''''''''''''''Fall'Sem.'

Certificate	in	HESE	|	Minor	in	Social	Eship



Design	
Affordable	Greenhouses



Current	employees

25

Eunice Ann Salome								Margaret										Lillian Ann														

Mashavu Social	Franchisees



UTI	/	Diabetes	Screening



Design	With	Communities
Commercialize	for	Markets



139	Pubs;	15 In	Review;	14 In	Prep

Research	+	Publications





Creative
Inquiry

Integrative	Iterative
Value	Creation

From	Inquiry
To	IMPACT







Creative	Spaces



Fruits of
Innovation

















Impact	Pathways
and	Ecosystems

Resources
Networks
Programs
Champions
Mentors
Events
?????

Entrepreneurship

Sustainable	Development

Community	Engagement

Arts	Engagement

Public	Humanities

K-12	and	Higher	Ed.

Research	à Pubs



Interdisciplinary
24/7 Non-Stop Action
Radical Ownership

-1



First DO
(then Learn)

0



Opportunities
(Not Problems)

1



Outcomes
(Not Activities)

2



GetStuffDoners
(Not Heroes)

3



Ecosystems
(Not Products)

4



Professionals
(Not Volunteers)

5



Convergence
(Not Silos)

6



Scalable Solutions
(Not One-Offs)

7



Embrace Markets
(Not Communities)

8



Rigor + Evidence
(Not (Just) Passion)

9



Focus on Execution
(Not Ideation)

11



Build Portfolios
(Not GPAs)

12



Launch Careers
(Not ABET Outcomes)

13



Create Impacts
(Not Experiences)

14



Grade & Celebrate
Accomplishments

(Not Experiences)

15





“What I really enjoy doing, doesn’t pay well.
And what pays well, I just don’t enjoy.”

©2015
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by Khanjan Mehta
#167Frame ChangersWhat’s	Next?



Impact-Focused	Careers



Solving	Problems	that	Matter



54	Expert	Briefs



100	Innovator	Profiles



#1
It Takes a Planet



#2
We Often Ask 

the Wrong Questions...



What organization 
do I want to work for?



What organization 
do I want to work for?



What problems do I 
really want to solve?

What is the best platform 
to solve them?



#3
…Quality of Work and

Strength of Relationships.



Portfolio





Network



#4
Solving Problems that Matter 

Can Be Lucrative!



#5
You are Always in 
The Real World!




