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Innovation, entrepreneurship

>Two of the most abused words these days



Myths of Innovation
Where do new idea come from?
Epiphany?

Issac Newton’s falling apple?

Einstein’s ink?

Archimedes’ Eureka?

Budda’s tree?

Numerous myths



Myths of Innovation
Stories

>All stories about epiphany are fantasies.

>The last piece of the jigsaw made the news

>All previous hard work was not mentioned.



Myths of Innovation
Possible facts

>Newton was bored after long hours of thinking, 
took a walk in the garden, relaxed, and had a 
fresh thinking about the problems

>Archimedes took a bath to relax……



People do not want to believe 
that

>Innovation is the result of hard work with strong 
foundation of core knowledge



New Myths of innovation
Myth 1

>University can “teach” students to be innovative

>Can we?

>How?



How can we equip our students with the necessary “tools” 
for him to fly (innovate)?



New myths of Innovation
Myth 2

> You can get rich if you innovate something

> Really?

> How can we help our student to turn a concept, prototype into a business ?



Entrepreneurship

>Can we integrate this into our engineering 
curriculum?

>How can university facilitate the growth? 



Are we 
supposed to 
baby-sit them 
with university 
incubators?



Ethics



Ethics

>Curriculum again?



Dilemma 

>Do we have enough time to teach all these plus 
the core knowledge of Engineering?



Pick their brains

Prof Larry Shuman, University of Pittsburg

Prof Randy Collins, Clemson University

Prof KC Chan, Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Prof Aldert Kamp, TU Delft


